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OPA Daily Digest for 5/27/14
 
Congressional Inquiries:
 
Sen. Deb Fischer (Neb.) – Letter – 5/13/14:  Constituent concerns about claim for payment from EPA regarding work done at the Madison County Superfund site.    Due:  5/21/14. 
Contact:  LaTonya Sanders, 7555 (open)
 
Sen. Claire McCaskill (Mo.) – Letter – 5/2/14:  Constituent concerns about the Strecker Forest/Bliss Ellisville site removal action.  Due:  5/16/14.  Contact:  LaTonya Sanders, 7555
(open)
 
State Government Inquiries:
 
Mo Econ. Development Committee (Mo) – 5/19/14: Questions on SUPF lead sites.  Contact:  Sarah Hatch, 7199 (open)
 
 
Press Inquiries:
 
Wall Street Journal – John Emshwiller – 5/6/14: Questions about West Lake Landfill Site in Bridgeton, Mo.  Contact: Ben Washburn, 7364 (open)
 
Our Health Matters, Kansas City – Jeanine Dunn (Freelancer) – 5/20/14:  Wants to feature air quality, air emissions, indoor air vs. outdoor or climate change in their July issue. 
Contact:  David Bryan, 7433 (open)
 
Environmental Stories:
 
KMOV Ch. 4 St. Louis - EPA completed radiation tests outside Bridgeton Landfill - 5/23/14 - The EPA has completed radiation testing outside of the Bridgeton Landfill.
http://www.kmov.com/news/mobile/EPA-completed-radiation-tests-outside-Bridgeton-Landfill-260469861.html
 
Grand Island Independent (Neb.) - City to test for groundwater contamination at former landfill - 5/26/14 - The city of Grand Island has been ordered to test for possible
groundwater contamination caused by the city’s former landfill. http://www.theindependent.com/news/local/city-to-test-for-groundwater-contamination-at-former-landfill/article_af57f81c-
e555-11e3-a4d6-0019bb2963f4.html
 
Des Moines Register - Grassley wants to meet with EPA over agriculture rules - 5/23/14 - Eight U.S. Senate farm leaders want a sit-down with EPA Administrator Gina



McCarthy to discuss what Iowa’s Chuck Grassley described as “heavy-handed” regulations that “threaten the very livelihood of farmers and rural communities.”
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/agriculture/2014/05/24/chuck-grassley-wants-meeting-epa-agriculture-rules-environment/9530119/
NOTE:  Paywall issues may keep you from seeing this article.  Full text is included at the end of this email.
 
Wall Street Journal - EPA Set to Unveil Climate Proposal | States Would Get Flexibility in Meeting Emissions Benchmarks - 5/26/14 - The Obama administration will next
week unveil a cornerstone of its climate-change initiative with a proposed rule aimed at allowing states to use cap-and-trade systems, renewable energy and other measures to meet
aggressive goals for reducing carbon emissions by existing power plants. http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702304811904579585843675203708
NOTE:  Paywall issues may keep you from seeing this article.  Full text is included at the end of this email.
 
Wichita Eagle - Joshua Svaty: Free market has spoken on renewable energy - 5/27/14 - Guess what? That “free market” has spoken. And spoken, and spoken again,
repeatedly, saying that Kansans want a mix of their power coming from renewable sources. Americans for Prosperity is watching that free market at work. At what point will AFP
respect it? http://www.kansas.com/2014/05/27/3471643/joshua-svaty-free-market-has-spoken.html
 
Salina Journal - Level of pollution? - 5/24/14 - Those involved in mapping a plan to someday clean up contamination in and around the former Schilling Air Force Base staged a
media event Friday. http://www.salina.com/news/press-conference-at-airport-52314
 
Sioux City Argus Leader (Iowa) - Optimism rises again for Lewis & Clark water pipeline - 5/25/14 - The Lewis & Clark Regional Water was supposed to bring potable Missouri
River water to about 300,000 customers in South Dakota, Minnesota and Iowa by 2016. http://www.argusleader.com/story/news/2014/05/24/optimism-rises-lewis-clark-water-
pipeline/9560843/
 
Nebraska Radio - Coal EPA Regulations Could Impact Nebraska - 5/23/14 - Nebraska U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer is helping lead a bipartisan group sending a letter to the
Environmental Protection Agency’s administrator, requesting an extended public comment period for its proposed regulation of greenhouse gases from existing power plants.
http://nebraskaradionetwork.com/2014/05/23/coal-epa-regulations-could-impact-nebraska/
 
Associated Press - New safety requirements set for Keystone pipeline - 5/25/14 - Safety regulators have quietly placed two extra conditions on construction of TransCanada
Corp.'s Keystone XL oil pipeline after learning of potentially dangerous construction defects involving the southern leg of the Canada-to-Texas project. http://bigstory.ap.org/article/new-
safety-requirements-set-keystone-pipeline
 
KWWL Ch. 7 Waterloo, Iowa - Anhydrous ammonia spill blamed for fish kill in Carroll County - 5/26/14 - Anhydrous ammonia spill blamed for fish kill in Carroll County. The
DNR says the spill happened at the West Central Co-op just before noon on Saturday. http://www.kwwl.com/story/25611448/2014/05/26/anhydrous-ammonia-spill-blamed-for-fish-kill-
in-carroll-county
 
St. Louis Public Radio - Water Resources Reform Passes Including Projects Here - 5/23/14 - The U.S. Senate passed the first legislation authorizing infrastructure upgrades on
the nation’s waterways since 2007, including improvements to locks and dams along the Mississippi River. http://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/water-resources-reform-passes-
including-projects-here
 
Wichita Eagle - Lesser prairie chicken designation ruffles feathers in western Kansas - 5/24/14 - Federal rules that went into effect two weeks ago to protect the lesser prairie
chicken appear to ban off-highway vehicles in the bird’s habitat. http://www.kansas.com/2014/05/24/3473325/lesser-prairie-chicken-designation.html
 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch - MSD hits reset on stormwater charges - 5/24/14 - Six months after Missouri’s highest court struck down the Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District’s
stormwater fee, the district is looking for a new way to finance stormwater fixes. http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/msd-hits-reset-on-stormwater-charges/article_c8c3bec0-a8d6-
5916-9a98-f02f001ce9a1.html
 
Lawrence Journal-World - Eastern Kansas soon to face its own water supply shortages - 5/24/14 - State water officials in Kansas are preparing to launch a $20 million project
to dredge sediment out of the John Redmond Reservoir near Burlington, about 80 miles southwest of Lawrence. But John Redmond is not the only reservoir in Kansas that is filling up



with sediment. http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2014/may/24/eastern-kansas-soon-face-its-own-water-supply-shor/
 
Associated Press - Court tosses out federal rule to reduce energy use - 5/23/14 - A federal appeals court overturned on Friday an electricity regulation in which utilities pay
energy users in the wholesale market to reduce consumption. http://www.stltoday.com/business/local/court-tosses-out-federal-rule-to-reduce-energy-use/article_ff7d1ec2-9a9f-5f68-
8ae1-63d048d7d51a.html
 
Public News Service - Efficiency in CO Could Meet EPA Carbon Targets - 5/27/14 - The Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) new regulations to require carbon pollution
controls at existing coal-fired power plants is expected in about a week. http://www.publicnewsservice.org/2014-05-27/climate-change-air-quality/efficiency-in-co-could-meet-epa-
carbon-targets/a39538-1
 
Washington Times - EPA’s next target in fight against climate change: cooking stoves - 5/26/14 - The Obama administration’s war on climate change may soon be moving
inside the kitchen. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy is set to unveil Tuesday six federal grants to universities to fund research on clean cooking-stove
technology. http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/may/26/epa-give-grants-fight-cooking-stove-pollution/
 
Biofuels Journal - ACE Informs Motorists Most New Model Vehicles Eligible For E15 Blends - 5/23/14 - The summer driving season is now hitting the United States, and the
Senior Vice President for the American Coalition for Ethanol, (ACE) Ron Lamberty says many motorists might not realize it, but they could be eligible to get a little extra savings at
the pump. http://www.biofuelsjournal.com/articles/ACE_Informs_Motorists_Most_New_Model_Vehicles_Eligible_For_E15_Blends-141229.html
 
E&E Daily - EPA rule could open door for state carbon taxes - 5/23/14 - The proposal U.S. EPA will release early next month to curb heat-trapping gases from today's power
plants will not set up a national cap-and-trade program or levy a carbon tax. http://www.eenews.net/eedaily/stories/1060000124/
 
ClimateWire - Managers see freshwater shortages as part of a new normal for changed climate - 5/23/14 - Forty out of 50 state water managers expect freshwater shortages
in their states "under average conditions" in the next decade, and a growing number are expressing concerns about climate effects on water infrastructure, according to a new
government report released yesterday. http://www.eenews.net/climatewire/stories/1060000131/
 
Greenwire - Appeals court throws out FERC's demand-response order - 5/23/14 - A federal appeals court today threw out a high-profile Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
order that provided incentives for electricity users to consume less power, a practice dubbed demand response. http://www.eenews.net/greenwire/stories/1060000159
 
Greenwire - Children breathe easier as new regs, technologies clean up school buses - 5/23/14 - Those big yellow buses ubiquitous on school-day mornings and afternoons
are getting vastly cleaner as schools and bus companies adapt to new tough pollution regulations and launch diesel-free vehicles.
http://www.eenews.net/greenwire/stories/1060000152/
 
ClimateWire - Trillions of plastic pieces discovered in polar ice - 5/27/14 - As global warming melts the polar cap, trillions of small pieces of plastic and other synthetic
materials contained within Arctic Ocean ice are being expelled into the world's oceans, said researchers. http://www.eenews.net/climatewire/stories/1060000174/
 
ClimateWire - Researchers find ancient carbon stored deep beneath Great Plains -- study - 5/27/14 - Every year, about a quarter of the carbon dioxide coming from human
activities gets absorbed by forests and soils. At around 10 billion tons per year, this natural sequestration is kind of a big deal.
http://www.eenews.net/climatewire/stories/1060000176/
 
Washington Post - Opinion: Rules to limit carbon dioxide should be flexible - 5/26/14 - The Environmental Protection Agency will soon unveil its most anticipated new rules in
a generation, the shape of which will help determine how well the United States responds to the threat of climate change. http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/opinion/57990176-82/epa-power-
carbon-emissions.html.csp
 
CleanTechnica - “Clean Gas” More Dangerous Than Coal (videos) – 6/26/14 - Turns out that just about everyone (including President Obama) has been hugely underestimating
the methane pollution levels of so-called “clean gas.” http://cleantechnica.com/2014/05/26/clean-gas-dangerous-coal-videos/



 
Associated Press - US plants prepare long-term nuclear waste storage - 5/27/14 - Nuclear power plants across the United States are building or expanding storage facilities to
hold their spent fuel — radioactive waste that by now was supposed to be on its way to a national dump. http://www.stltoday.com/business/national-and-international/us-plants-
prepare-long-term-nuclear-waste-storage/article_6fbd98b1-be13-5cb4-b805-82dc2446dfa8.html
 
Reuters - Northern hemisphere hits carbon dioxide milestone in April - 5/26/14 - Carbon dioxide levels throughout the northern hemisphere hit 400 parts per million (ppm) for
the first time in human history in April, an ominous threshold for climate change, the World Meteorological Organization said on Monday.
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/05/26/climatechange-idUKL6N0OC24Z20140526
 
EnergyWire - Homeland Security reports new cyberattack on U.S. utility - 5/22/14 - An unnamed U.S. utility was recently breached by cyberattackers who gained access to
the utility's operational control system, an agency within the Department of Homeland Security reported this week. http://www.eenews.net/energywire/stories/1060000051
 
Grist - When it rains, it pours: Climate change brings droughts and floods alike - 5/24/14 - “This is really a call for America to find out, ‘What does climate change mean for
where you live?’” says Paul Fleming, a convening lead author of the National Climate Assessment’s Water Resources chapter. http://grist.org/climate-energy/when-it-rains-it-pours-
climate-change-brings-droughts-and-floods-alike/
 
The Economist - The colour of pollution | The air is getting cleaner, but less so for non-whites - 6/27/14 - Around $142 million Americans still live in counties with dangerously
polluted air, says the EPA. The problem is especially serious for those who are poor and not white. http://www.economist.com/news/united-states/21602735-air-getting-cleaner-less-
so-non-whites-colour-pollution
 
Brownfield Ag News - Weed resistance is expanding - 5/26/14 - The United Soybean Board has begun a campaign to bring the weed resistance issue to the attention of more
growers.  About 86 percent of farmers believe they do not have a problem with resistant weeds.  University of Missouri weed scientist Kevin Bradley says the facts indicate otherwise.
http://brownfieldagnews.com/2014/05/26/weed-resistance-expanding/
 
Edmonton Journal - Company behind stalled Keystone XL tells U.S.: We'll build a 'rail bridge' - 5/23/14 -  Frustrated by yet another regulatory delay, the company behind the
stalled Keystone XL pipeline project is delivering a message in the U.S. capital: it's getting involved in the rail business.
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/business/Company+behind+stalled+Keystone+tells+Well+rail+then/9867778/story.html
 
Climate Central - Climate Change Could Warp Rails With ‘Sun Kinks’ - 5/27/14 - In a warming world, the U.S. could see its cities inundated with water, its power grids
threatened by intense storms, its forests devastated by wildfire and insect infestations, and its coastlines washed away by storm surges. http://www.climatecentral.org/news/climate-
change-warp-railroad-tracks-sun-kinks-17470
 
Environment 360 - As Dairy Farms Grow Bigger, New Concerns About Pollution - 5/23/14 - Dairy operations in the U.S. are consolidating, with ever-larger numbers of cows
concentrated on single farms. In states like Wisconsin, opposition to some large operations is growing after manure spills and improper handling of waste have contaminated
waterways and aquifers. http://e360.yale.edu/feature/as_dairy_farms_grow_bigger_new_concerns_about_pollution/2768/
 
MSNBC - Pope: Destroying the Earth is a sin - 5/22/14 - Pope Francis made the biblical case for mitigating the effects of climate change, speaking to a massive crowd in Rome. In
his brief speech, Francis issued a dire warning about the effects of climate change. http://www.msnbc.com/morning-joe/pope-francis-fix-climate-change
 
Reuters - Northern hemisphere hits carbon dioxide milestone in April - 5/26/14 - Carbon dioxide levels throughout the northern hemisphere hit 400 parts per million (ppm) for
the first time in human history in April, an ominous threshold for climate change, the World Meteorological Organization said on Monday.
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/05/26/climatechange-idUKL6N0OC24Z20140526
 
Huffington Post (blog) - Understanding Environmental Policy - 5/27/14 - If we are to learn how to develop a renewable and sustainable economy, we also need to learn how to
deal with the mistakes we've made while moving from an economy that tolerates environmental damage to one that does not.  http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steven-



cohen/understanding-environment_b_5396672.html
 
Environmental Leader - Monetizing Sustainability Investments for Business Decision Making - 5/27/14 - Today’s sustainability investment options are extensive and broad
ranging, including relatively straightforward efforts (e.g., energy conservation projects) to multi-year/multi-stakeholder initiatives (like those that target social and environmental
improvements deep within an organization’s supply-chain). http://www.environmentalleader.com/2014/05/27/monetizing-sustainability-investments-for-business-decision-making/
 
BNA - Review Sees Progress but Ongoing Worries On Availability of U.S. Freshwater Supplies - 5/23/14 - Worries about the availability of U.S. freshwater supplies are
widespread despite planning and mitigation efforts, according to a Government Accountability Office report released May 22. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?
fedfid=47083955&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0f0v7f8e7&split=0
 
BNA - Committee Claims EPA Failed to Analyze Water Rule's Impact on Small Businesses - 5/23/14 - The House Small Business Committee wrote May 23 to EPA
Administrator Gina McCarthy and Assistant Secretary of the Army Jo-Ellen Darcy, urging them to withdraw the joint proposed waters of the U.S. rule, saying it failed to include an
analysis of the impacts on small businesses. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=47083945&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0f0v6x9v9&split=0
 
BNA - EPA Computational Toxicology Test Data Will Soon Have Predictive Use, Advisers Say - 5/23/14 - The Environmental Protection Agency's Computational Toxicology
Program is nearing the stage where researchers can determine what its toxicity tests predict and devise ways to use test results, the agency's Science Advisory Board said in a
report released May 22. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=47083959&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0f0v7k0k3&split=0
 
BNA - EPA's Spring Regulatory Agenda Includes Ozone Standard, Water Jurisdiction Rule - 5/23/14 - The Environmental Protection Agency plans to issue a proposal to
revise the national ambient air quality standard for ozone by December 2014, according to the agency's spring 2014 regulatory agenda.
http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=47083975&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0f0v8p8w2&split=0
 
BNA - Waiting for Keystone OK, TransCanada Explores Options for Oil-by-Rail Deliveries - 5/23/14 - TransCanada Corp. is considering ways to deliver Canadian crude oil by
rail to the U.S. as customers to be served by its proposed Keystone XL pipeline seek alternatives to the delayed pipeline, Chief Executive Officer Russ Girling said.
http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=47083956&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0f0v7g3r2&split=0
 
BNA - Appeals Court Vacates FERC Order 745, Puts Demand-Response Program Into Doubt - 5/23/14 - A federal appeals court struck down a Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission initiative designed to reduce energy consumption that compensated large industrial and commercial customers for using less electricity.
http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=47083976&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0f0w1v6b7&split=0
 
BNA - EPA's Rule to Sample for Lead Misses High Levels of Contaminant, Official Says - 5/23/14 - Sampling drinking water for lead under the Environmental Protection
Agency's lead and copper rule can miss high levels of lead, an EPA official said during a webinar. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?
fedfid=47083951&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0f0v7c1z8&split=0
 
Inside EPA - Obama Taps New OMB Nominee In Midst Of EPA's FY16 Budget Planning - 5/23/14 - President Obama is nominating Housing & Urban Development (HUD)
Secretary Shaun Donovan – who has worked with EPA on climate resiliency efforts and an interagency partnership for sustainable communities – as the next head of the Office of
Management & Budget (OMB). http://insideepa.com/201405232472022/EPA-Daily-News/Daily-News/obama-taps-new-omb-nominee-in-midst-of-epas-fy16-budget-planning/menu-id-
95.html
 
Inside EPA - High Court Lets Haze Rulings Stand, Bolstering EPA's Power Plant Rules - 5/27/14 - The Supreme Court has let stand a pair of appellate rulings backing EPA's
power to reject portions of state air quality plans that the agency found failed to comply with its regional haze program for controlling emissions from power plants.
http://cleanenergyreport.com/201405272472036/Clean-Energy-Report-Daily-News/News/high-court-lets-haze-rulings-stand-bolstering-epas-power-plant-rules/menu-id-202.html
 
Inside EPA - Grid Regulators Prepare To Assess Reliability Impacts Of EPA's Climate ESPS - 5/27/14 - The North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC), the
congressionally chartered group that aims to protect reliability, is launching a new task force to assess potential grid problems that could occur as a result of rapid renewable power



growth driven by EPA's pending greenhouse gas (GHG) rule for existing power plants. http://insideepa.com/201405272472043/EPA-Daily-News/Daily-News/grid-regulators-prepare-to-
assess-reliability-impacts-of-epas-climate-esps/menu-id-95.html
 
Inside EPA - Suit Poses Key Test Of Small Refiners' Ability To Win EPA RFS Exemptions - 5/23/14 - Owners of a small Wyoming petroleum refinery are suing EPA in a bid to
grant them an exemption from the agency's renewable fuel standard (RFS) fuel blending requirements. http://cleanenergyreport.com/201405232471865/Clean-Energy-Report-Daily-
News/News/suit-poses-key-test-of-small-refiners-ability-to-win-epa-rfs-exemptions/menu-id-202.html
 
Inside EPA - EAB Appears Likely To Sidestep Dispute Over Integrated Water Permits - 5/23/14 - Environmental Appeals Board (EAB) judges appear to be backing EPA
defenses that a Massachusetts water utility is ineligible to challenge key provisions of its permit.  http://insideepa.com/201405232472023/EPA-Daily-News/Daily-News/eab-appears-
likely-to-sidestep-dispute-over-integrated-water-permits/menu-id-95.html
 
Inside EPA - EPA Plans Comment Notice On Ammonium Nitrate Rules For Facilities - 5/23/14 - EPA is planning to take public comment on whether to regulate ammonium
nitrate, the explosives ingredient and fertilizer that caused the fatal explosion at a West, TX, facility, as part of its upcoming notice seeking input on whether or how to revise its Risk
Management Program (RMP) facility safety program. http://insideepa.com/Risk-Policy-Report/Risk-Policy-Report-05/27/2014/epa-plans-comment-notice-on-ammonium-nitrate-rules-
for-facilities/menu-id-130.html
 
Press Releases:
Link to all R7 press releases: http://go.usa.gov/Qx5
 
None
 
Fact Sheets:
Link to all R7 fact sheets: http://www.epa.gov/region7/factsheets
 
None
 
Upcoming Administrator/RA Events:
* New additions noted with an asterisk
 
*5/31/14 – Administrator to meet with Ducks Unlimited (Karl will attend), St. Louis, Mo.  Contact: Curtis Carey, 7506
 
6/3/14 – Asthma Awareness Month Event, Kansas City, Mo.  Contact: LaTonya Sanders, 7555
 
6/4/14 – Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (OECA) Visit, Regional Office.  Contact: Deandre Singletary, 7373
 
6/5/14 – Incident Command System Training, Regional Office.  Contact: Cecilia Tapia, 7733
 
6/12/14 – Joint R6/R7 COOP Meeting, Regional Office.  Contact: Chris Taylor, 7373
 
6/24-25/14 – Four State Directors Meeting, Nebraska City, Neb.  Contact: Wendy Lubbe, 7551
 
7/11/14 – Joint R6/R7 COOP Meeting, Dallas, Texas.  Contact: Chris Taylor, 7736
 
7/21-22/14 – Budget Forum, Washington, D.C.  Contact: Julia Cacho, 7071



 
DRA:
 
6/24-25/14 – Four State Directors Meeting, Nebraska City, Neb.  Contact: Wendy Lubbe, 7551
 
7/21-22/14 – Budget Forum, Washington, D.C.  Contact: Julia Cacho, 7071
 
RA/Immediate Office

None

Other Events

AWMD

None

CNSL

None
 
ECO/EJ

5/30/2014 – Asthma Screening Event with Sunflower Community Action Agency, Wichita, Kan.  Contact:  Brendan Corazzin, 7429
 
ENSV

None

PLMG
 
6/4/14 - Representatives from Policy Management and Resources Conservation and Pollution Prevention will be attending an open house at Lincoln University’s Busby Certified
Organic Farm, Lincoln, Neb.  Contact: Gregory Davis, 7208
 
RA/OPA
 
5/28/14 – FEMA Food, Agriculture, Veterinary Incident Annex; Course of Action Workshop on Environment and Safety Objective – FEMA offices, Kansas City, Mo. – Contact: Sarah
Hatch, 7199; Kris Lancaster, 7557
 
9/29-30/14 - Healthy Schools Outreach, Missouri School Plant Managers’ Association Conference, Four Seasons, Lake of the Ozarks, Mo.  Contact:  Kathleen Fenton, 7874 and
Harry Diesel, 7382
 
SUPR



5/28/14 – FEMA Food, Agriculture, Veterinary Incident Annex; Course of Action Workshop on Environment and Safety Objective – FEMA offices, Kansas City, Mo. – Contact: Scott
Hayes, 7670
 
WWPD
 
6/2-6/14 – Public Water Supply System Program Evaluation at Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Jefferson City, Mo.  Contact: Neftali Hernandez-Santiago, 7036
 
 
The Des Moines Register
 

Grassley wants to meet with EPA over agriculture rules
 
11:47 p.m. CDT May 23, 2014
 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/agriculture/2014/05/24/chuck-grassley-wants-meeting-epa-agriculture-rules-environment/9530119/
 
Eight U.S. Senate farm leaders want a sit-down with EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy to discuss what Iowa’s Chuck Grassley described as “heavy-handed” regulations that
“threaten the very livelihood of farmers and rural communities.”
 
Congressional leaders said their concerns range from the Clean Water Act and pesticide and methane gas regulations to the handling of personal information from farming operations.
 
In April, the American Farm Bureau complained that EPA’s attempt to to clarify the Clean Water Act was “achieved by categorically classifying most water features and even dry land
as ‘waters of the United States,’ ” making it unworkable.
 
Environmentalists have said waterways that do not flow year-round or are not permanent lakes may be filled after heavy rains and can feed into drinking-water sources, requiring
protections to avoid being polluted.
 
The senators said the regulations come at a time “when farmers and ranchers face the challenges of managing weather risks, responding to market demands, and adjusting to
changes from the recently passed farm bill.”
 
“There’s no question that the EPA needs to be more cognizant of rural America and the role agriculture plays in a growing economy,” Grassley said.
 
The letter also was signed by Thad Cochran of Mississippi, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, Pat Roberts of Kansas, Saxby Chambliss of Georgia, John
Boozman of Arkansas, John Hoeven of North Dakota, Mike Johanns of Nebraska and John Thune of South Dakota.
 
 
 
Wall Street Journal
 

EPA Set to Unveil Climate Proposal
States Would Get Flexibility in Meeting Emissions Benchmarks
 
By AMY HARDER CONNECT



May 26, 2014 8:04 p.m. ET
 
WASHINGTON—The Obama administration will next week unveil a cornerstone of its climate-change initiative with a proposed rule aimed at allowing states to use cap-and-trade
systems, renewable energy and other measures to meet aggressive goals for reducing carbon emissions by existing power plants.
 
Energy companies and others affected by the proposal will be watching for key details, including the percentage by which companies and states must reduce carbon emissions,
which is expected to be proposed in a range instead of a single number. The baseline year against which those reductions are calculated will also be closely monitored.
 
But the proposal is designed to give states, which will administer the regulations, flexibility to meet the benchmarks, as opposed to placing emissions limits on individual plants,
according to people familiar with the Environmental Protection Agency's work on the rule.
 
Central to the strategy of flexibility: the option to include a cap-and-trade component where a limit is set on emissions and companies can trade allowances or credits for emissions
as a way of staying under different benchmarks the EPA sets for each state. Power-plant operators could trade emissions credits or use other offsets in the power sector, such as
renewable energy or energy-efficiency programs, to meet the target.
 
The proposed rule is "going to enable states to move forward in a way that works best for them with the energy resources they have," said Dan Utech, special assistant to Mr. Obama
for energy and climate issues.
 
Still, the June 2 release is likely to reverberate across the nation's political, legal and environmental policy landscape as competing interests debate the economic cost and the
science of climate change. The EPA is scheduled to complete the rule by June 2015, and states must submit their implementation plans the following year, according to the timeline
Mr. Obama set last summer. The likelihood of lawsuits and political opposition could upend this schedule.
 
This week, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce is expected to release a report estimating how much the EPA proposal could cost the U.S. economy, including its potential impact on
gross domestic product and jobs.
 
The proposed rule would affect hundreds of power plants nationwide and is expected to be challenging for utilities with a large number of coal-fired generators, which the EPA says
account for about one-third of U.S. greenhouse-gas emissions. Burning coal produces more carbon dioxide than oil and natural gas, but it is also the cheapest and most plentiful
source for power, providing 40% of the nation's electricity.
 
Politicians from coal-producing states are likely to fight the proposal, as are power companies that burn coal and business groups that say the rule could increase costs. The
proposed regulation could also create political difficulties for Democratic candidates running this year, including incumbents Rep. Nick Rahall of West Virginia, a top coal-producing
state, and Sen. Kay Hagan of North Carolina, where energy already has emerged as a campaign issue.
 
Congressional Republicans and conservative groups have criticized cap-and-trade policies as "cap-and-tax," saying that if companies have to pay for emissions allowances, it
amounts to a hidden tax on them, which could be passed to customers.
 
"The impact will not only be to greatly increase electricity rates, putting U.S. manufacturing at a competitive disadvantage, but [also to] jeopardize reliability of the nation's electric
grid," said Hal Quinn, president and chief executive of the National Mining Association, a trade group representing coal-mining companies including Alpha Natural Resources LLC,
Arch Coal Inc. and Peabody Energy Corp.
 
Aware of the controversy, one person familiar with the drafting of the rule said it would probably use the phrase "budget program," instead of the more politically charged "cap-and-
trade," even though it will mean the same thing.
 
Aware of the political perils, last week 45 senators, including several Democrats up for re-election, sent a letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy urging her to double the amount
of time allowed for public comments, from two months to four.



 
In public speeches and in meetings with power-plant operators, state officials and environmental groups over the past year, Ms. McCarthy has emphasized that the rule will provide
compliance flexibility for states and utilities.
 
Carol Browner, a former top energy and climate adviser to Mr. Obama and a former EPA administrator, said the rule would likely allow states and companies to join existing cap-and-
trade systems, such as those used in California or the Northeast, or create new ones.
 
"For some companies and states, a trading program may make the most sense," said Ms. Browner, adding that they may choose to "create some new regional" trading systems in
order to meet the carbon emissions standard set by EPA.
 
Some utilities supported cap-and-trade legislation that failed in Congress a few years ago because it was the most flexible way to cut emissions. The House of Representatives in
2009, controlled by Democrats at the time, passed cap-and-trade legislation but it ended up dying in the Senate in 2010 where criticism gained traction and scuttled the initiative even
though Democrats were in the majority.
 
Nick Akins, CEO of American Electric Power Co., whose generating capacity throughout the Midwest is roughly 60% coal, said in an interview that his company supported that bill
because "it was a tradable activity that could occur that really answered the greenhouse-gas question in a cost-effective manner."
 
The new Obama initiative could also garner support from the company. "Any approach that includes flexibility, such as cap and trade, would be better than a prescriptive limit on unit
emissions," said AEP spokeswoman Melissa McHenry. "But we'd have to see the approach before we could say whether or not we'd support it."
 
Experts representing coal interests and environmental groups said the regulation would likely reflect suggestions from a report by environmental advocacy group Natural Resources
Defense Council. "The point of our analysis is to emphasize flexibility," said David Doniger, policy director of NRDC's climate center. "EPA sets the benchmark, but the states
develop the plans."
 


